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Professor Chu was, at the time of his death on January 6, 1998, the Honorary
irector of the Institute of Virology in Beijing, a member of the Chinese Academy of
cience, an Academician of the British Royal Institute for Internal Medicine, and an
onorary Member of the American Society for Microbiology. He graduated from
hanghai Medical College in 1939 and obtained his Ph.D. from Cambridge University
UK) in 1948. During his career, Dr. Chu made several seminal observations on
nfluenza viruses that laid the foundation for virus detection and worldwide influenza
irus surveillance. Among his contributions, Dr. Chu discovered the Chu inhibitor, the
ilamentous property of influenza viruses, and the origins of two pandemics.
The recognition that a major antigenic shift occurs in influenza viruses was first
escribed by Dr. Chu, as documented in Sir McFarlane Burnet’s book Changing
atterns:
Following an unusual influenza epidemic in Singapore in 1957 throat washings were sent to
Melbourne, Australia for analysis. From these, Eric French isolated the responsible virus and,
having all the necessary facilities and reagents at hand, showed within three days, first, that the
virus was an influenza A virus and, second, that it was of a wholly distinct subtype which had not
been present anywhere since 1933 or even since 1918. At the time we thought this was its first
identification as a ‘new’ influenza virus but subsequently found that Chu in Peking had made the
same findings three months previously. Within the next few days all the main influenza virus
laboratories had agreed with Chu’s (and French’s) findings. This was a ‘new’ virus and, by all the
rules, it would set in motion a pandemic which would cover the rest of the world.
Dr. Chu also showed the reemergence of a 1950 H1N1 strain in Anshan in February
977, 9 months before it reached the rest of the world and became known as “Russian
nfluenza.”
We first met Professor Chu in 1972. He had come to the Beijing railway station at
:00 AM to meet our visiting Australian medical delegation. We were most impressed
hat such a prestigious scientist would find the time to welcome us to China,
specially at such an early hour and so soon after the Cultural Revolution. This
ourtesy was typical of Dr. Chu. He was not only a great scientist and teacher, but
lso a remarkable human being who contributed significantly to openness in science
nd international relations. His scientific colleagues and virologists throughout the
orld salute his contribution to influenza virus research. We will miss him very much.
W. Graeme Laver
Robert G. Webster
Department of Virology and Molecular Biology
St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital
Memphis, Tennessee 38105
P.S. It is poignant that Dr. Chu’s death occurred during the H5N1 avian influenza
utbreak in Hong Kong, which delayed the writing of this obituary. The prompt action
hat was taken in Hong Kong resulted in no small part from the wisdom and foresight
emonstrated by Professor Chu’s work.0042-6822/99 $30.00
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